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Sweetwine Group

South Africa

 

07 Dec

Depart USA (Everyone will fly from their home cities to Atlanta and from there, take the overnight flight together to Johannesburg) 
08 Dec

Early Evening Arrival in Johannesburg, connection to Cape Town


Arrival in Cape Town




4* Portwood Hotel: 4 nights
 

Upon your evening arrival at Cape Town International Airport, you will be met by our local representative and transferred to your hotel.
 
09 Dec

Full-day Table Mountain & Cape Peninsula Tour
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We’ll take advantage of typically clear skies in the morning to take the funicular to the top of Table Mountain.  Spectacular views abound as you can see in all directions.  From here’s we’ll travel through the exclusive suburbs of Sea Point, Clifton and Camps Bay before continuing via Llandudno to the fishing harbour of Hout Bay. If calm seas prevail, join an optional (extra cost) launch cruise to view the Duiker Island seals and cormorants at close quarters. Travel along the spectacular Chapman’s Peak Drive to Kommetjie, and enter the Cape Point Nature Reserve where you will be taken to the best vantage point to view what is erroneously said to be the meeting place of two mighty oceans. After a stop for lunch on own, the tour continues to a Jackass penguin colony, the Naval hamlet of Simon’s Town and then continues via Fish Hoek and Kalk Bay to Muizenberg. 

10 Dec

Full Day Winelands Tour
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We leave the city and head along the N1 motorway to visit the Afrikaans Taal Monument on the outskirts of Paarl. Next we stop at the entrance of the Victor Verster Prison from which Nelson Mandela was released from detention. A scenic drive is taken to the Franschhoek Valley to visit the memorial to the French Huguenots, and then we stop at New Beginings, the first wine estate owned by an African gentleman.  A cellar tour and a tasting of “the nectar of the gods” are included. We stop for lunch nearby at Nelson’s Creek. Cross the Helshoogte Pass (Hell’s Heights) and descend into historic Stellenbosch, centre of learning, rugby and the wine industry. After a short-guided tour of the second oldest South African town a unique shopping experience awaits you at Oom Samie se Winkel (Uncle Sam’s Shop). 

11 Dec

Full-day Walk to Freedom Tour
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Today we’ll retrace 350 years of dramatic history on a unique walking tour. Specially trained guides will bring to life the challenges facing the early Dutch settlers, the pain of slavery, the Cape as a colony, the tragedy of apartheid, and the joy and triumph of the new "Rainbow Nation".  The three hour walking tour takes in historical sights like the Castle of Good Hope, Grand Parade, and slavery sites like the Slave Lodge and Slave Tree. At the Parliament Buildings and District Six Museum you will hear about apartheid and get to understand the effects of racism and discrimination on the lives of ordinary South Africans.  In Government Avenue near St. George’s Cathedral, guides will tell you about our three Nobel Peace Prize-winners; Desmond Tutu, Nelson Mandela and FW De Klerk. They will show you the building where the apartheid laws were passed and where they were later repealed after De Klerk’s dramatic speech at the opening of Parliament in February 1990.  In Greenmarket Square and St. George’s Mall, you will feel the energy and pulse of the new South Africa – something you simply cannot experience from inside a bus.  You will feel the people’s enthusiasm and hope for the future of their dynamic new democracy. 
[image: image6.jpg]| w VALATIONS



Next we head to the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront to depart on the 45-minute ferry to Robben Island where ex-prisoners become our tour guides.  We are taken on a walking and driving tour of this political prison where Nelson Mandela was jailed for 19 years.  The unique element of this tour is to hear its history directly from ex-prisoners who act as your tour guides.  A walking and driving tour of this political prison helps you learn more about the turbulent history of this amazing country, showing the conditions people endured to fight for their beliefs.  After your tour to Robben Island you will be taken to your hotel near the Waterfront.

12 Dec

To Pilanesberg
 




4* Bakubung Lodge – 2 nights
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Assisted transfer to the Cape Town Airport for your flight to Johannesburg.  Transfer to Pilanesberg for your African safari.

Take part in an African game drive with qualified field rangers in open 4x4 vehicles. The “Big 5” roam free: Elephant, Lion, Buffalo, Rhino and rare Mountain Leopard in addition to Giraffe and Hippo, Black Wildebeest, Burchell's Zebra, Springbok, Caracal (lynx), Baboon, and more. Game drives range between 2-3 hours.  Dinner at lodge
13 Dec

To Sun City
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Start your morning with an exciting game drive.  In the afternoon, transfer to Sun City.  Spend the day enjoying all the activities that the Sun City Resort has to offer.  Sun City Resort has a unique heartbeat and an African rhythm of its own and is unlike any other Resort destination in the world. This is pure fantasy and your every desire is met.  You’ll have free access to the Valley of the Waves waterpark with its wave machine and flume rides.  variety of sports facilities such as tennis, squash, swimming, golf, mountain biking and horse riding. There are also lots of watersports and guests can parasail, water ski, canoe and wind surf. All these sports activities can be enjoyed in the year round good weather that South Africa experiences.  Golf is king here for those who want to try their hand.  You can even take a day-trip for a safari nearby.

Dinner at Lodge

14 Dec

To Johannesburg, via Lesedi



5* Michelangelo Hotel 4 nights
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We travel to Johannesburg, first stopping in Lesedi Cultural Village where you’ll share the excitement and warmth of true rural African culture. A guided tour of the village with its four homesteads – Zulu, Xhosa, Basotho and Pedi, each with their own unique culture is included. After a few drinks in the bar, guests and the families meet back in the Boma for traditional song and dance of all four villages. This is followed by a Pan African Feast, which is served in the Nyama Choma restaurant with delicacies from North, East and South Africa.   This is followed by a Pan African Feast for lunch. 
The Lion Park offers terrific close-up views and other experiences with lions, as well as rare white lions. Other large predators at the Lion Park include cheetahs, brown and spotted hyenas, wild dogs and jackals. Superb filming and photographic opportunities are also possible.

15 Dec

Full Day Soweto Tour
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This morning after breakfast, you will be collected at your hotel for a full day tour of Soweto.  Shrouded in myth and controversy, vibrant Soweto is a city of surprise and contrast, of emerging enterprises and of vigorous cultural interaction. This morning takes in the biggest city in Southern Africa - steeped in apartheid history.   Visit the former home of Nelson Mandela as well as the houses of Winnie Mandela, Bishop Tutu and Hector Peterson.  See the millionaire mansions cheek by jowl with the tin shacks of the poor.  We’ll have lunch at a local Shabeen.  Next we’ll visit the Apartheid Museum which helps put the struggle into perspective, giving you a chronological and pictorial review of the recent ethnic strife.  Your entrance to the museum forces each person through either the “whites only” or “blacks only” door, which further demonstrates how people lived on a daily basis.

 

16 Dec

Day at leisure in Johannesburg
17 Dec

Half-day Tour to Constitutional Hill
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Used as a reminder of the country’s history of human rights violations, Constitution Hill is the seat of the constitutional Court of South Africa.  Formerly the site of a fort, later used as a prison, the Old Fort Prison complex is now known as Number Four, where thousands of black men were imprisoned and brutalized.  It was originally built by Paul Kruger in the late 1800’s to ward off the British invaders.  But during the Anglo-Boer War, the British imprisoned the Boer military leaders here.  In the early 1900’s it was used to house political activists during apartheid.  Mahatma Gandhi was imprisoned here in 1906 and Nelson Mandela in 1962.  An inscription on the roof quotes Mandela; “No one truly knows a nation until one has been inside its jails”.
18 Dec

Departure
 

Transfer to the Johannesburg International Airport for your overnight flight home to Atlanta.

19 Dec

Arrival into USA

Upon arrival into Atlanta, you’ll go through immigration and customs.  Then, you’ll connect to your final flight on Delta to your home city.  Welcome home!



Cape Town Optional Humanitarian Experience / not included / suggested donation $1000-$2000
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You’re in for a special treat: a performance from local children who have been trained through the Amy Biehl Foundation. Amy believed it was her duty, as a person afforded opportunity and education, to actively seek social change for those not so fortunate. She paid the ultimate price and was murdered by an angry black mob during the height of Apartheid.  Amy's legacy has inspired people to create a source of opportunity to thousands of disadvantaged South African youth. Perhaps most amazingly, her parents established this foundation to continue her dream & hired two men who were convicted of her murder. Today, Ntobeko Peni and Easy Nofemela help spread Amy's legacy throughout the black townships in South Africa. It is this example of forgiveness that truly represents the powerful legacy of Amy Biehl.  Your donation supports the after school art & music programs that help keep the black youth off the streets and out of trouble, giving hope to a new generation.  This is also a unique opportunity to dig into the local culture as we enjoy a light dinner together.  
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Virgin Vacations  -  Phone: 877-700-7005 x2602


